devotion and the knowledge of God in his
pupil, and such a teacher is really as God
Himself. Even the very sight or touch of a
devotee makes things holy; God Himself is
in love with His lovers, so He drives far from
them all fear and evil. United with Him
mystically, the devotee becomes as mighty
and as holy as He is Himself; the hater of
God contaminates the air around him, but the
presence of a devotee spreads in all around
him the love of God he revels in himself. For
such a soul nothing is so sweet as to serve his
beloved Lord.

Devotion is the one-pointed selfless love for
God which thinks of Him unceasingly with
deep and quiet joy. It is inspired in the soul
by the company of saints when it turns away
from worldly things to seek for God. It is the
easiest way to find Him and to lead others to
His feet; it is also far more delightful than
personal Liberation. The true devotee is
silent and humble, always busy in pleasing
God and trying to love Him more and more
every day. There are stages of growing
intimacy on the upward spiritual p9.th that
leads to final union with the Lord.